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I think we’d be far poorer if we did 

not have a foreign aid budget. And 
don’t just take my word; take the 
word, for example, of the head of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Mullen, 
who said to Congress last year, the 
more significant the cuts to foreign 
aid, the longer military operations will 
take, and the more lives will be at risk. 
That’s the head of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, not some crazy, wild-eyed, naive 
person, but the head of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff saying cutting diplomacy in 
the State Department and foreign aid 
threatens the lives of our warfighters, 
of our men and women in uniform. 

Or how about when Secretary of De-
fense Gates, then under President 
Bush, said in 2008, referring to cuts, 
proposed cuts to foreign aid, that it has 
become clear that America’s civilian 
institutions of diplomacy and develop-
ment have been chronically under-
manned and underfunded for far too 
long. This is Defense Secretary Gates, 
under former President Bush, relative 
to what we traditionally spend on the 
military and, more important, relative 
to the responsibilities and challenges 
our Nation faces around the world. 

My goodness. Tunisia, Egypt, Leb-
anon, Libya, Iran, North Korea, 
China—to say now is the time to have 
fewer people understanding foreign lan-
guages, fewer embassies, fewer dip-
lomats to try to avert war and nuclear 
proliferation when it constitutes less 
than 1 percent of the budget already? 
That’s going to solve our problems? 
That not only won’t solve our eco-
nomic problems, that will create more 
and more danger to U.S. national secu-
rity. 

That is why, while we need to cut 
spending, while we need to get rid of 
waste, while we need to find additional 
sources of revenue, like the unneces-
sary $4 billion that this Congress now 
gives already to the oil and gas and en-
ergy industries, to do what—$4 billion 
to do what? To encourage them to look 
for energy. Well, I thought they were 
making a profit at that already, the 
greatest profits in their histories. Yes, 
they are. So why give them $4 billion 
in subsidies? Let’s use that for other 
purposes. Cut taxes—use that to reduce 
our deficit. Use that not to cut foreign 
aid, which returns probably 1,000 times 
per dollar than what we contribute in 
terms of the 1 percent of our budget 
that goes to diplomats, embassies, the 
State Department, and the meager for-
eign aid we provide to our essential 
military allies who are helping us pro-
tect against al Qaeda and the Muslim 
Brotherhood, who are helping us pro-
tect our vital sea lanes and economic 
lifeblood around the world. 

I look forward to working with my 
Republican colleagues, but priorities 
are priorities, and we ought to make 
cuts where they make sense, not where 
they jeopardize U.S. national security. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 

declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 29 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. BONO MACK) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, our strength and salvation, 
You are worthy of all praise because 
true guidance has been granted this 
free Nation throughout its history. 

Members of Congress, now chosen to 
make decisions that will honestly ad-
dress the present needs of Your people, 
need Your help. Reward their efforts to 
establish equal justice for all and to 
make judgments in accordance with 
Your commands. 

You can reach down and shatter any 
present barrier that hides the vision to 
progress. You can raise up Your forces 
beyond any wall of anger or prejudice 
and set all free; so united they may ad-
vance Your holy will. 

We place all our trust in You, now 
and forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. JACKSON) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RONALD REAGAN 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, yesterday, Byron 
York, in the Washington Examiner, 
correctly recognized the memory of 

Ronald Reagan on the 100th anniver-
sary of the President’s birth. 

Without question, President Reagan 
stood for policies like lower taxes, less 
regulation, and a strong national de-
fense. 

Having served President Reagan’s 
Energy Secretary, Jim Edwards, as 
deputy general counsel from 1981 to 
1982, I saw firsthand his success in re-
ducing regulations; I witnessed the suc-
cess of a strong national defense by 
being an International Republican In-
stitute election observer in Bulgaria, 
witnessing captive nations achieve 
freedom and democracy, with victory 
in the Cold War causing the defeat of 
communism across Europe and Asia. 

Ed Meese was quoted for his con-
trasting the liberating policies of 
Reagan as opposed to the Big Govern-
ment agenda of the current President. 

The resources for conservatives are 
highlighted in California at the Reagan 
Library at Simi Valley and the Reagan 
Ranch Center of the Young America’s 
Foundation at Santa Barbara. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 

(Mr. JACKSON of Illinois asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, the unemployment rate last 
month dropped from 9.4 percent to 9 
percent, but only 36,000 jobs were cre-
ated. Wow, 36,000 jobs equals 0.4 per-
cent. 

How did the rate drop so much with 
only 36,000 new jobs? Madam Speaker, 
it’s an illusion. If you are chronically 
unemployed and have given up looking 
for a job, you don’t count as unem-
ployed in America. You fall out of the 
statistics. So as more and more people 
are out of work for longer periods of 
time, they are literally left out of the 
system. Houdini couldn’t have per-
formed an illusion as clever as the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics. 

But shouldn’t the government of, for, 
and by the people care about its most 
vulnerable in this economic climate? 

I want to remind the government of 
the urgency of our economic situation. 
Send me your resume and your story to 
resumesforAmerica@mail.house.gov. I 
want to have your story entered into 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD to remind 
the Congress of the fierce urgency of 
‘‘now.’’ 

Madam Speaker, stop the illusions. 
The American people need jobs, and 
they want to go to work. We have too 
many Americans who are chronically 
unemployed, and we don’t even count 
them anymore. We need to do some-
thing about it, and we need to do some-
thing about it now. 
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